
  

a Company of Fools 
Bringing Shakespeare back to life since 1990 

Education Program 

 

Who Are the Fools? 
The mandate of a Company of Fools is to create interactive performances based on the               
works of William Shakespeare. Our mission is to produce quality performances that are             
accessible to as many people as possible. Our Torchlight Shakespeare in the Park             
series - the main focus of our organization - travels to 30-40 parks across the Capital                
Region and offers by donation performances. We employ a stylized approach to            
Shakespeare that uses techniques of slapstick, clown, Commedia Dell’arte, mask, and           
puppetry.  
 
Though known for our performances, we’re also active in the field of education.             
Throughout the year we offer workshops to elementary and high school students to             
supplement classroom studies. Our educators are professional artists who have          
experience teaching at a variety of levels.  

What Workshops Do We Offer? 
We offer workshops in Shakespeare, Mask, and Creation Theatre. These three different 
workshops will introduce students to both modern and classical approaches to theatre. 
Workshops can also be combined to create a rounded experience. Below is a detailed 
description of each workshop. 
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Discover Shakespeare 
Summary 
An introductory workshop that encourages students to have a good time investigating            
Shakespeare through performance. We teach students that Shakespeare is meant to be            
seen onstage and not read on the page. By using simple games that focus on rhythm                
and Shakespearean insults we give students permission to play with language. Through            
collective exercises we’ll teach students how to work with iambic pentameter,           
introducing them to poetry and heightened English. We also give students the tools to              
tackle scenes and monologues from some of Shakespeare’s greatest hits. 
 
Ages 
Grades 3-12.  
 
Curriculum links 

● Reading: summarize and comprehend complex written arguments.  
● Language: explore poetry and heightened English.  
● Communication: use tone of voice, gestures, and other nonverbal cues to help            

clarify meaning when describing events, telling stories, reading aloud, making          
presentations, and stating opinions. 

● Drama: demonstrate an understanding of a character’s point of view through           
body movement and speaking in role. 

Workshop Testimonials  
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Introduction to Mask 
Summary 
Using a variety of masks provided by the instructor, students will investigate the idea of               
taking on another character. Students will have the chance to explore their chosen             
mask by studying themselves in mirrors, making drawings, and inventing life stories for             
their character. Students will embark on short improvisations to with the goal of             
exploring character relationships. Mask performance techniques will allow students to          
learn how to communicate a story through movement.  
 
Masks of different styles and traditions from around the world are used in this workshop.               
Students will also learn how mask performance manifests itself in different parts of the              
world.  
 
Ages 
Grades 7-12 
 
Curriculum Links 

● Drama: develop a deep understanding of character and relationships.  
● Dance: explore a non-verbal theatrical tradition that uses movement as a primary            

tool for storytelling. 
● Communication: solve problems in various situations through role playing and          

movement.  
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Creation Theatre 
Summary 
Embark on the creative process known as ‘collective creation’ as we teach students             
how to make their own piece of theatre. Using techniques of improvisation,            
storyboarding, and theatrical design, we’ll give your students the tools they need to tell              
the stories that are important to them. Students will walk away from this workshop              
having created an original piece of theatre using a process developed by Canadian             
theatre practitioners.  
 
This workshop can be taught on its own or combined with the previous workshops if               
students wish to explore theatrical forms while developing their original work.  
 
Ages 
Grades 7-12 
 
Curriculum Links 

● Language: learn the essential components that are used to create a story and             
dramatic arch 

● Visual art: learn how visual art is used to create mood and atmosphere that              
support a dramatic story 

● Communication: describe and interpret one’s own work and others’, using          
appropriate theatrical vocabulary 
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What do I need to participate? 
All we require is a suitable space with room to move and play -- this can be a gym, cafeteria, or                     
larger classroom. We also ask that our instructor have access to the teaching space 15 minutes                
prior to the workshop.  

What Are the Rates?  
All rates are based on classes of 30 students or less where one workshop instructor is present.                 
Rates vary for classes larger than 30 students which require multiple instructors. If the instructor               
is required to travel outside of the National Capital Region additional travel fees may apply.               
Multiple workshops can be combined in the half day and full day categories.  
 
90 minute workshop: $275  
Half day: $400  
Full day: $600  

Is Money An Issue?  
Interested in having an arts educator      
visit your school, but can’t afford our       
standard rates? We recommend you     
get in touch with us anyway. Central       
to our organization is the belief that       
arts and culture should be accessible      
to everyone, regardless of where you      
live, how much income you have, or       
how old you are.  

I’m interested. How can I contact you?  
You can contact us by phone, email, or in person.  

 
 
Phone: 613-863-7529 
Email: info@fools.ca  
Address: 1247 Kilborn Place, Suite 112,  
Ottawa, ON K1H 6K9 

mailto:info@fools.ca

